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JESUS’ INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS DISCIPLES (While At The Well)
John 4:27-38 (NLT) 
27  Just then his disciples came back. They were shocked to find him talking to a woman, but none of them had the nerve to ask, “What do you want with her?” or “Why are you talking to her?” 
28  The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the village, telling everyone, 
29  “Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did! Could he possibly be the Messiah?” 
30  So the people came streaming from the village to see him. 
31  Meanwhile, the disciples were urging Jesus, “Rabbi, eat something.” 
32  But Jesus replied, “I have a kind of food you know nothing about.” 
33  “Did someone bring him food while we were gone?” the disciples asked each other. 
34  Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work. 
35  You know the saying, ‘Four months between planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. 
36  The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike! 
37  You know the saying, ‘One plants and another harvests.’ And it’s true. 
38  I sent you to harvest where you didn’t plant; others had already done the work, and now you will get to gather the harvest.” 

4:27-30. The woman, excited by Jesus' statement about Himself and because of the arrival of the disciples, left and went to the village. In her joy of discovery she forgot her water jar. It was more important to her now to share her new faith. 
1. Could this be the Christ? 

4:31-32. As the disciples spoke with Jesus, they sensed something had happened. Before, He was tired and thirsty. But now food and drink were not important to Him. His mood had changed. They offered Him food, but He gave them instruction.  
2. I have food to eat that you know nothing about… 

4:33-34. As usual, the disciples were insisting on thinking materialistically. Jesus said, My food... is to do the will of Him who sent Me. This does not mean Jesus had no need of physical food, but rather that His great passion and desire was to do God's will (cf. 5:30; 8:29). His priority is spiritual, not material. It is the Father's work which must be done (cf. John 17:4).
	3. Mistake of thinking physical instead of spiritual

4:35. Farmers have a period of waiting between their sowing and their reaping. Four months more and then the harvest was probably a local saying among the farmers. But in the spiritual realm there is no long wait. If the disciples would look around, they would see people with spiritual hunger. The Samaritans in their white garments coming from the village (v. 30) may have looked like a wheat field ripe for harvest.
	4. We are sent to the harvest

4:36-38. As reapers, the disciples had the great and rewarding privilege of leading people to faith in Christ. Others had already done the work of sowing. Both kinds of workers—the sower and the reaper—get their reward from Christ. Reapers harvest the crop for eternal life, that is, Jesus' disciples were involved in ministry to others, in the issue of death and life (2 Cor. 2:15-16).
	5. Sharing the WORD; evangelizing the lost.
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